
 

 As you began this year of 2020, you may have been full of optimism for a new yearé            
particularly one synonymous with óperfect vision.ô  After all, doesnôt each January bring with it the 
thought   of a óclean slate?ô  An opportunity to start afresh.  To leave behind whatever trials and         
tribulations you might have had in the previous year, and reflect on how to improve your life, learning 
from those     mistakes.  You may have even made some óresolutions,ô specific ways you would 
óresolveô to make positive change in your life. 
 

 Particularly in the life of this church, this year of 2020 was to be that landmark point in the rich 
history of F.P.C. to begin construction of a new church home out in a burgeoning new development 
known as MorganField. That dream that had first been mentioned decades agoé leading to the sale of 
the long-time property at 1801 Second Ave. over 5 years ago, and then entering into the partnership 
with our óhost church,ô First Christian Churché is to become a reality toward the end of this year.  
2020 was to be an exciting time of promise and opportunity.   And, still will be. 
 

 BUTé of course, a few things happened along the way to ódistractô us on this yearôs 
ópromisingô journey.   Our nation, and indeed our world, was beset by that evil óplagueôé aka 
ópandemicôé known as COVID-19.  Along with the tremendous fear and loss of life came great        
financial hardship for so many of our citizens.  The way we had to live our everyday lives was          
drastically changedé which included how we engaged in expressions of our Christian faith -- in      
worship, fellowship, and operation. 
 

 And then, about the time we were seeing some improvement in the progression of this deadly 
disease, and some hope to begin to return to some ónormalcyô in our livesé at least a newer version of 
ónormalôé then along came the brutal death of George Floyd.  And our country, from New York to 
L.A., to New Orleans to Thibodeaux to Lake Charles, was embroiled in protests that were far too  
similar to those held over 50 years ago in the tumultuous 60ôs.  Our battle against physical disease 
moved its focus to ones of social ódis-easeôé   
 

 And THIS is the environment into which we will be working to, literally and somewhat figura-
tively, óbuild a church from the ground up?ô  That ófresh startô to the year sure doesnôt feel the same, 
does it?  Some of that óoptimismô has likely wanedé and that óvisionô we were anticipating likely 
doesnôt appear so clear and óperfectô anymoreé  
 

 Well, my brothers and sisters in Christ, I will use an illustration I have used before, but when it 
works, you stick with it.  This is our óApollo 13ô moment.  You know the story.  Three astronauts,   
were headed to the moon to realize what was for them all a lifelong dream of going to the moon.  Their 
journey was interrupted by a mechanical malfunction that not merely changed their plans for a moon 
landing, but could easily cost them all their lives.  But through their perseverance, working together  
under extremely challenging circumstances, along with the diligent support of the ground crew in   
Houston, they were able to return to Earth safe and sound.  They may not have accomplished what   
they started out to do, but in the end, they accomplished even greater thingsé overcoming adversity 
together.  What could have been the greatest tragedy instead became the greatest triumph. 
 

 While this year of 2020 sure hasnôt gone the way we planned, isnôt that true of LIFE?  That 
what is more important than the goals we set is how we react to challenges to accomplishing those 
goalsé and how they sometimes need to be modified for the good.  Like US.  These difficult times 
have caused us to óre-thinkô how we care for ourselves, and for others ï physically, socially, spiritually.  
That for all of the suffering and loss that has been experienced, there has also been great good and   
compassion shown for others.  We must be thinking now how we can add our own uplifting voices       
in our communityé both MorganField and the larger communityé to continue to bring hope to the 
hopeless, and healing to the hurting.                     (continued on page 2         ) 
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 As we consider the NEW opportunities that God is presenting us with to witness to the love and 
peace of Christ, learning from both our past mistakes and triumphs, I would leave you with the words of 
a young writer named Leslie Dwighté   
 

ñWhat if 2020 isnôt cancelled?  What if 2020 is the year weôve been waiting for? 
A year so uncomfortable, so painful, so scary, so raw ð that it finally forces us to grow.  

A year that screams so loud, finally awakening us from our ignorant slumber.   
A year we finally accept the need for change.   

Declare change.  Work for change.  Become the change. 
A year we finally band together, instead of pushing each other further apart. 

 2020 isnôt canceled, but rather, the most important year of them all.ò  
 

 May her words remind us of Godôs promises in Scripture, like those familiar words of an ancient 
prophet Jeremiah, through whom our Lord assures us that we have ñhope and a future.ò  As we grow 
together, let us continue to be confident in a future hope that will never be ócancelledôé in 2020 or     
beyondé 
 
       Yours in Christ, 

         Chan  

Message from Pastor Chan (continued)  
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A Special Note of Thanks to ñall the Angelsò 
who made a contribution to help with my 
dental bill.  Words can not express how much 
I appreciate your generosity and kindness.   
 

Your gift is such a blessing! 
 
 

Thank You   
 

Margaret Fontenot  

Church Calendar 
 

Did you know you can find the church calendar on our 
website? 
 

www.firstpres-lc.org 
Click on the Calendar the on the left. 
If you click on an event you can see event details. 

Zoom Fellowship ñHappy Hourò 

June 12th & June 26th at 5 PM 
 

Join us for a time of fellowship via zoom.   
An invitation will be emailed to church 
members. 
If you have questions, email  
firstpresbyterianlakecharles@gmail.com 
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²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 
±ƛŀ ½hha 

 
 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ ммǘƘ   
  ŀǘ нΥлл ǇƳ 

 

нлмф-нлнл {ǘǳŘȅ .ƻƻƪ  
[ƻǾŜ /ŀǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘƻƴŜΥ ! CǊŜǎƘ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ōȅ 9ǳƎŜƴƛŀ !ƴƴŜ DŀƳōƭŜ   

[Ŝǎǎƻƴ т 
 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ нрǘƘ   
  ŀǘ нΥлл ǇƳ 

 

нлмф-нлнл {ǘǳŘȅ .ƻƻƪ  
[ƻǾŜ /ŀǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘƻƴŜΥ ! CǊŜǎƘ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ōȅ 9ǳƎŜƴƛŀ !ƴƴŜ DŀƳōƭŜ   

[Ŝǎǎƻƴ у 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ²ŜƴŘȅ ŦƻǊ ½ƻƻƳ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ 

 

!ƭƭ ²ƻƳŜƴ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 
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Mission MarT is OPEN  
I know we haven't seen each much in several 
months, but the Mission Mart is still open for 
shopping! If you see something you'd like to 
buy, contact me and we can arrange to meet  
at the church and I'll be happy to assist your 
purchase. Call me at 412-398-4714 or 
email, angiedilmore@gmail.com. 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Angie 

 
 

Join Pastor Chan for a Devotional 
and Prayer Time 

 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
On FaceBook Live at 9 am 

https://www.facebook.com/
FirstPresLakeCharles/  

 

SUNDAYS 
 

FPC WELSH 
9 am in the Sanctuary 

 

FPC Lake Charles 
11 am in the Sanctuary 

 

OnLine 
YouTube  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWOayNbIEI-FySvXPk7YhuA 

During this time of continued social distancing, we 
are happy to be able to come together for corporate 
worship in the Sanctuary on Sundays.  You may  
notice some changes in the sanctuaryé hymnals and 
bibles have been removed from the pews and some 
pews are roped off to help maintain social distancing.   
 

We are practicing Social Distancing and  
following health and safety guidelines for Phase 2.  
We are not having Sunday school, nursery or coffee 
hour/fellowship activities at this time. 
Families may sit together, however we ask others to 
maintain social distance (6 feet).  Please wear a face 
mask to church.  If you do not have a face mask, we 
will have some available.   

mailto:angiedilmore@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresLakeCharles/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresLakeCharles/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWOayNbIEI-FySvXPk7YhuA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWOayNbIEI-FySvXPk7YhuA
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Jared  

Victoria  

Joe 

Aidan  

SOWELA Technical Community College graduates ð Class of 2020.  

Jared Landreneau is graduating with an  
Associate of Applied Science degree in  
Information Technology. 
 

He finished with a 4.0 GPA and made the 
deanôs list during the spring 2019, fall 
2019, and spring 2020 semesters. 
 

He earned 4 industry related certifications 
in his time at SOWELA and was chosen by 
his peers and professors to represent the IT  
department in their annual brochure this 
past semester. 
 

Jared is a part of the Technology Team for 
our OnLine Worship Services.  Thank you 
for sharing your time & talents with us! 

Victoria Dubroc is graduating with an  
Associate of Applied Science degree in  
Surgical Technology.  
 

She finished with a 3.9 GPA as the        
president of her class and made the deanôs 
list during the summer 2019, fall 2019, & 
spring 2020 semesters.  
 

She received the Academic Leadership 
Award & is now a member of the  
Association of Surgical Technologists  
National Technical Honor Society. 
 

She has accepted a job offer from Christus 
St. Patrickôs Hospital and is expected to 
start within the next 2 weeks. 

Class of 2020 High School  Graduates  

   
  Reid Garrett Easterly,  
  the Son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter    

  (Georgia) Easterly,  
 grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Billy   
 Garrett Jr. and great grandson   

 of Caroline Garrett, is a    
  graduate of Cinco Ranch   
  High School of Katy, TX. 
     

Reid will attend  
Yale University  

to study Economics and  
play baseball  
for the Bulldogs. 

Joseph Henry Greenwood graduated 
from Catholic High School in Baton 
Rouge, May 16th. Joe plans to attend 
LSU and major in Engineering.  He is  
already working part-time at 2 jobs:  
a gym and private meal preparation  
company.  Joe is the Grandson of  
Florence and James Beard, FPC Welsh. 

Aidan Nicolas Jernigan will graduate from Lake 
Arthur High School in Lake Arthur, June 5th.   
Aidan plans to attend McNeese, majoring in      
business and marketing.  He is already working as a 
salesman for a national cutlery company and actively 
seeking customers.  Aidan is the grandson of      
Florence and James Beard, FPC Welsh. 


