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 Some of you may recall from our last episode of “Days of our Lives (i.e. Christian lives)” 

we last saw Jesus at the home of some of his BFF’s, Martha and Mary.  Mary sitting humbly at 

the feet of her Lord, intently hanging on His every word.  While Martha went off on Jesus, angrily 

questioning why he didn’t care that she was doing all the work while her sister just sat there, and 

urged him to do something about it.  The ‘Rabboni’, the Teacher, of course, used her frustration 

as a teachable moment, reminding her that while her service to Him and the disciples was much 

appreciated, her work for him was secondary to time spent with Him.  That she must be careful 

not to let ‘distractions fraction the action’ of her most important responsibility:  growing in her 

relationship with God.  While her hospitality was indeed valued, more than ‘standing with pots 

and pans in a kitchen,’ it was better to be ‘sitting in the presence of her Savior.’ 

 The Gospel writer Luke quite deftly takes us from a dinner party in the ‘little town of 

Bethany’ out on the road somewhere, presumably, between there and Jerusalem.  But even 

though the scenery may have changed, this next ‘act’ continues with the theme of how to grow 

in that Divine relationship.  Borrowing from the Book title of Brother Lawrence, a 17th C. 

Carmelite friar, how does one “Practice the Presence of God,” as Mary did in their living room?  

Particularly in those times when the ‘object of one’s affection’… Jesus… would NOT be around...  

 Their minds perhaps still reflecting on what Jesus meant by this “better part” that Mary 

had chosen… that would ‘’not be taken away from her’’… when Jesus rejoins the disciples on the 

road after having gone off to ‘practice the presence of God’ all by Himself, they offer this request:  

“Lord, teach us to pray.” 

A timeless petition indeed.  It is a request that WE, Jesus’ modern-day disciples, should 

also have asked… and continue to ask… of our ‘Rabboni.’  No matter what our profession, no 

matter what abilities we have, we can always be better.  We should always be working at 

improving how we live our lives.  Heck, why do you think doctors and lawyers refer to their 

vocation as ‘practice?’  There’s an old saying that says, ‘If you’re not growing, you’re dying.’  I 

don’t know about you, but I want to keep ‘growing’ as long as I can…   



 The disciples recognized that this powerful spiritual leader whom they respected so much 

spent a LOT of time off by himself PRAYING.  And that if they aspired to be the kind of person 

that He was, they should emulate his practices.  So too should we consider the different 

‘elements’ of this story and relate them to our own efforts to ‘choose the better part’ of building 

a vibrant, growing relationship with our Triune God… Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  That we too 

should be ever asking Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

 First of all, we read that “He (Jesus) was praying in a certain place.” (Luke 11:1)  We will 

hear this every so often that Jesus is referred to as being in a “certain place.”  That wherever his 

particular situation occurred, it was in a known location.  A place regularly associated with a 

certain people or activity.  It was possibly a spot that Jesus had gone to before to pray.  So too is 

it a good practice for US to have those particular places where we go to pray.  Church sanctuaries 

are fine.  Or a shady swing.  A comfortable chair in a corner of a study.  Or a rocking chair on a 

front porch.  Now, that being said, prayer doesn’t have to be ‘sedentary.’  It can be while walking 

or running.  Or behind a steering wheel or a bicycle handle. (Lord knows I’ve done plenty of 

praying in ALL of these places… particularly for safety and patience!) 

 We then read that “…after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach 

us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’”  Though not in so many words, what this tells me is that 

having seen Jesus once again return to them after an extended, dedicated time of prayer, they 

recognized just how IMPORTANT it was to Jesus to pray.  And maybe it should also be important 

to THEM!  They were learning by the EXAMPLE that He lived out in front of them. 

 Monday I went out to eat with a couple of friends to Luna’s.  Those of you familiar with 

this place know that it can get pretty loud in there.  It is a happening restaurant/bar with a lot of 

people, young and old alike.  Next to us there was a table of about 10-12 people, several of them 

looking to be guys that worked with their hands:  larger, strong, dressed in work clothes, probably 

having just gotten off of a jobsite to be with friends and family.  And after all of them had received 

their meals, the whole table got real quiet.  But not for one of them to make a speech… well, 

except to GOD.  Yes, you guessed it… they PRAYED.  Right there in the middle of that busy, 

raucous crowd of all sorts of different backgrounds. 



And faiths.  And lack of faith. Now, that may not seem like such a big deal to you.  But you 

never know the impact that just SEEING someone praying can have.  Especially in a place that 

you might not expect it.  I GUARANTEE you that my friends and I SURE took time to do the same… 

 I also had to chuckle at the last part of the disciples request for Jesus to teach them to 

pray:  “as John taught his disciples.”  ‘as JOHN taught?’  How about ‘present company?’  You 

know, the Son of GOD!?  I’m SURE that they didn’t mean any disrespect… just to affirm that good 

leaders for God teach their ‘understudies’ just the right ‘communication skills.’  Be they ones like 

John, or Moses, or David… or Jesus. 

 Anyway, that sure didn’t seem to bother Jesus.  He goes right into what the perfect model 

for prayer should be.  Whether ancient followers or today’s, He gave all those who wish to 

address an Almighty, all-loving God this example.  We are to start by saying… 

 “Father, hallowed by your name.”  (Luke 11:2)  We start by addressing Him with a title 

that communicates respect and intimacy, all-in-one.   That perfect parent who is always there for 

us, always ready to listen.  “Abba.” “Daddy.”  At Villa Maria chapel we had a discussion about a 

disturbing trend of having parents referred to by their children using their first name.  Of actually 

dropping those parental titles from young children’s vocabulary.  And as I told them, I would tell 

my own children back-in-the-day when they would want to call me by my first name, there were 

only THREE people in the WORLD who could rightfully call me ‘father,’ or ‘Dad’.  Our son and two 

daughters.  It is a very special title that communicates an intimate, unique, GOD-GIVEN 

relationship.  Unlike no other.  And that is what we are called to have with our HEAVENLY Father.  

Our ‘Divine Daddy.’  Who does, at the same time, love us with the tenderness of a ‘mothering 

God.’   

But aside from the attribute of being a ‘perfect Parent,’ above all, the name of God is 

“hallowed.”  HOLY!  To be uttered not only with intimacy, but RESPECT.  NOT to be taken in vain.  

God will not be ‘mocked.’  We would do well to remember that it is written several times in 

Scripture (all 3 Synoptics, Hebrews, 1 John) that the only unforgiveable sin is blasphemy.  Which 

is defined as “the act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God.”  Hmmm… 

‘blasphemy’ may not be a popular word… but certainly a popular ACT in today’s world… 



 Then Jesus says we are to pray “Your kingdom come.” (11:2)  Now, is Jesus talking about 

God’s heavenly kingdom come to earth, or when us ‘earthlings’ enter into that eternal realm?  I 

would say… YES.         You and I are to do all that we can to bring the qualities of that perfect 

Kingdom of God into our extremely IM-perfect world.  As well as working to help others… 

particularly some of those ‘blasphemers’… to embrace their Lord Jesus so that they can know 

that ‘kingdom to come.’  Rather than rely on whatever puny little ‘kingdoms’ you and I try to 

build with our own human hands and minds.  Perhaps it is our infatuation with our own 

‘kingdoms’ that contributes to one of the translations for this statement being “Your Holy Spirit 

come and cleanse us.” 

 From our upward focus Jesus then moves to an ‘inward focus’:  “Give us each day our 

daily bread.” (11:3)  In His time this had a much more REAL meaning:  give us what we need to 

LIVE on.  From one day to the next.  Most of us in this room don’t have to worry about daily 

existence.  But there are sure those in our world today who DO have to be concerned about ‘each 

day’s bread.’  Which means we too need to share in those concerns.  

 Another interesting aspect of different translations is that some include the phrase “for 

tomorrow.”  That we also ask for God to fulfill us in the day, and days, to come.  Looking forward 

to being ‘filled,’ ‘satisfied’ in present and future.  Physically?  Perhaps. Or Spiritually?  Hmm… 

 Jesus then reminds us of the importance of confession; of the stumbling block that SIN 

can be in our lives… “forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.” 

(11:4)  What makes this one so ‘tricky’ is that it is a ‘two-parter.’  Both this Luke version (which 

was spoken to the disciples) and the Matthew version (Sermon on the Mount, to ‘huddled masses 

yearning to be free’) make it clear that it’s not just about US being forgiven… but also about 

forgiving OTHERS!  Just TWO verses later in Matthew, Jesus says “if you do not forgive others, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Mt. 6:15)  Reminds me of a statement I once 

heard from Sheriff Tony Mancuso:  when a party is the offender, they want ‘mercy’; but when 

they have BEEN offended, they want ‘justice.’  If we want ‘mercy’ for ourselves, we must be 

willing to extend it to others… 

 And finally, Jesus tells us to pray to God, “Do not bring us to the time of trial.”  Interesting 

that this is the language that I understood that the Roman Catholic Church was going to adopt in 



place of “lead us not into temptation.”  Which is wording that can trouble a lot of people, 

Catholic and Protestant alike.  I think the important thing is that we ask God to spare us from 

those “times of trial” that might well lead us to giving in to temptations not to trust God.  But 

that when we are tempted, we might be granted that petition from the Matthew version:  

“rescue us from the evil one.” 

 NOW… after extolling all of the virtues of our Lord’s ‘model’ for prayer… is this to say that 

this is the ONLY ‘model’ on the ‘showroom floor?’  NO… the ‘prayer lot’ has a WHOLE lot more 

‘models’ than most of our local dealerships!  (Well, except maybe for Mark Dodge… they seem 

to have a ‘bumper crop’…      )  Or, to put it another way, there are a lot of different types of 

workout equipment in the gym.  But they will do us NO good unless we actually USE them.   

 Which brings us to the last part of this passage.  Which is TWICE as long as the prayer 

‘model’ itself.  More important than the ‘words’ we use is the FREQUENCY of which we use them.   

As Jesus said in the parable of the friend who wanted to borrow a few loaves of bread, it wasn’t 

so much the ‘relationship’ that led to his request being answered, it was his PERSISTENCE.  His 

words are clear:  “For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 

everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” (11:10)   “Persistent Prayer Proves Profitable.” 

With these thoughts of ‘knocking on doors’ and ‘prayer’, I would leave you with this experience 

of mine.  I have passed by a Baptist church on 5th Ave. (in Lake Charles) a LOT in recent weeks.  It 

was one that the L.C. congregation we had considered as a temporary, or future, location after 

leaving 1810 2nd Ave.  And having wanted to meet the pastor, I took a chance and stopped while 

riding my bike… after a LONG, HOT ride.  So you can imagine what I looked like.   

After knocking on the front door, two sides, and back to the front, an older man in slacks 

and polo shirt came to the door.  HE was actually dressed like a pastor.  And he WAS.  Pastor 

Lionel Jones.  Who graciously took this sweaty stranger all through their nice newly-remodeled 

building, and THEN, at the end of our tour… MUCH to my surprise… asked this smelly unscheduled 

visitor to PRAY FOR HIM!  Which, of course, I was honored… and humbled… to do. 

 This blessed experience with a new brother in Christ reminded me of some truths about 

our relationship with our Heavenly Father.  God doesn’t care what you look like, smell like, or 

what time of day you come.  Just to come.  To be persistent.  Knock on those doors.  Ask.  Seek.  



And you will find.  You just may be surprised at who you will meet.  Someone who greets you 

warmly and genuinely.  And you will be granted the greatest privilege we can be given:  to join 

our hearts with another in prayer before an Almighty, all-loving God.   And remember… for all 

the words you may hear Jesus pray… or others that may stand before you with a microphone… 

it’s really not about what particular words one uses.  But that we humbly come before God and 

honestly, earnestly, and continually ask, “Lord, teach ME to pray”…  

 

MARTIN LUTHER QUOTES 

PRAYER IS NOT OVERCOMING GOD’S RELUCTANCE, 

      BUT LAYING HOLD OF HIS WILLINGNESS. 

The FEWER the words, the BETTER the prayer. 

                                   To be a CHRISTIAN WITHOUT PRAYER  

           Is no more possible than To be ALIVE WITHOUT BREATHING. 

 


