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 Today’s story is one of the many examples of Jesus’ frequent use of parables.  “Short, 

fictitious stories intended to teach a moral lesson or religious principle.”  Have you ever heard as 

an additional feature of these stories that they were couched in the language and cultural 

environment of the times that made them more ‘accessible,’ more readily ‘understood’ by their 

audience?  How many of you have read a parable and not necessarily thought them to be so 

‘readily understood?’  Oft-times we THINK we understand, but then come to think maybe we 

only know ‘in part’… ‘dimly, as in a mirror.’  Or, as we look at the story more deeply, we realize 

there was a lot more than met our human eyes and minds… 

 Today’s parable would be one that I think we can agree on is fairly ‘transparent.’   We 

read of a ‘landowner’ who planted a ‘vineyard,’ leasing it out to ‘tenants’ who terribly mistreated 

and persecuted the representatives of that property owner; and when he finally sent his very 

own ‘son,’ they “seized, killed, and threw him out” of the vineyard.  Even someone quite casually 

acquainted with the story of Jesus know who he is:  the Son of God, who is believed to be the 

Creator of all… the ‘owner’ of the ‘cattle on a thousand hills.’  Jesus is that ‘son’ who was sent to 

represent his Father, and was ultimately ‘seized, killed, and thrown out’ into a borrowed grave in 

a cave.  And for their brutal mistreatment of the Son, turning their back on him and his fellow 

messengers, the penalty for such betrayal would be for the owner of that vineyard to “come and 

destroy the tenants.” (Mk 12:9) 

 So, just who ARE these ‘tenants’ that Jesus refers to?  Particularly, who do they refer to 

in His present audience?  In the first sentence, it simply says that “He began to speak to THEM 

in parables.”  (Mk 12:1)  ‘Them?’  Disciples?  The gathered listeners?  The Pharisees, Saducees, 

Scribes, etc?  The last verse says that “They realized that he had told this parable against THEM.”  

(Mk. 12:12) 

 So, our Lord is directing this story at those who would ultimately be responsible for 

misleading the people and persecute who they believed to be a heretical, blasphemous rabble 

rouser.  Those religious leaders who manipulated the Roman occupation government to destroy 



the very One who came to bring them peace… just not in the manner in which THEY thought that 

victory over their enemies would come.   

When Jesus spoke of ‘vineyards’ and ‘winepresses,’ of ‘death and destruction,’ these 

knowledgeable religious leaders would have recalled the words of another prophet, Isaiah, in his 

telling of the “Song of the Vineyard” in Isaiah 5:1-5. “Let me sing for my beloved my love-song 

concerning his vineyard:  my beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.” (5:1)    A ‘love-song’ 

that did NOT have a happy ending:  “And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will 

remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled 

down.” (Isa 5:5) 

That promise of destruction of the vineyard was aimed at those religious leaders who had 

disobeyed God’s laws and commands, betraying the trust not only of their God, but of those 

whose lives they were entrusted with.  Priests and teachers just like those Jesus was speaking to 

in this very moment. 

 So, for me, this is a sobering ‘wake-up call’ to all those who are leaders in our communities 

of faith.   Ministers, yes.  But also Elders, deacons, teachers… all church leaders.  That they are 

called to a higher standard because of their ‘tenant’ status.  A tenant does not own the property 

entrusted to them, but are responsible for its condition.  And they will be held accountable if that 

which is under their care is not properly cared for.   

 Let’s face it… We are ALL ‘tenants’.  Everything we have is ‘on loan from God.’  And not 

just your tangible assets.  But your gifts of ministry… gifts of compassion, of service, of 

encouragement, of joy, of HOPE.  I don’t know that there is a more precious commodity that you 

and I must give to a broken and hurting world than HOPE!  Every day we encounter hurting 

people.  And as caretaker for that most valuable asset… HUMANITY… we must take seriously our 

identity in the Reformed understanding of what it means to be a Christian:    “Priesthood of all 

believers.”    

You and I are priests, intercessors, representatives of the great Landowner of Heaven.  

Who daily sends out others just like us to remind us of the need to make an ‘ROI,’ a ‘return on 

the investment’ that God has made in us.  Indeed, God has sent his only begotten Son to show 

us both our failures and our forgiveness… as we FOLLOW His example.  We need to remember 



how those sinful tenants killed the Son because they thought that they could attain his 

inheritance on their own, without him.    We must never make their same prideful, foolish 

mistake.  That an inheritance cannot be earned, or taken, but it must be GIVEN.  A gift of love 

from a blood relative who cares deeply for us… 

 Let us also learn from those wayward ‘tenants’ dressed in the clothing of religious piety 

what kept them from persecuting the Lord Jesus any further.   

“They feared the crowd.”  (Mark 12:12)  They were intimidated by those simple, uneducated, 

faithful followers of this mysterious miracle worker from Galilee.  These learned and influential 

community leaders learned first hand about the ‘power of the people.’   Power that stemmed 

from the One they followed.  The one that they believed in.  The One who had captured their 

HEARTS with the promise of HOPE.  

Like the hope that dwells in the hearts of simple folks that are all around you… right now.  

The church of Welsh (and Lake Charles) that is not so different from the church at Thessalonica.  

Paul’s words to his sisters and brothers in that early church are ones we must take to heart in our 

present-day lives of faith… reminders of how we are to BE that ‘fearsome’ ‘Crowd for Christ.’   

Words of challenge for im-proving our walk with the Lord… as well as words that celebrate how 

we ARE ‘proving’ that we walk with Jesus daily. 

 Paul begins his letter with a simple salutation: “Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  How does the way you ‘greet and treat’ both friends and 

strangers, ‘in-laws and outlaws,’ SHOW the grace and peace of God your Father, and Jesus your 

brother?  Remember that ‘ritual’ that used to be an integral part of worship services in many 

traditions, including our own?  “The Passing of the Peace.”  One which fell out of favor due to the 

concern of ‘passing’ something else:  covid!  We need to reclaim that habit, not just in worship, 

but in our everyday lives, as we encounter those who need to hear a warm word of ‘Peace be 

with you’ in a world filled with conflict and pain. 

 Paul then says that “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters.”  

DO YOU?  We must always be ‘tilling the soil’ of our hearts for an ever-increasing ‘attitude of 

gratitude’ for all the blessings we take for granted.  Especially those HUMAN blessings.  When 

was the last time you actually told a close friend or family member how thankful you are to God 



for them?  (Tho some of you might want to make sure a defibrillator is handy, ‘cause you might 

give them a heart attack…     ) 

 Next the Apostle declares that “Your faith is growing abundantly and the love of 

everyone for one another is increasing.”  Wow.  IS IT?  How do we grow stronger in our trust in 

God and love for one another?  One word:  EXERCISE.  ‘Exercise your eyes’ by reading God’s 

Word.  ‘Exercise your mind’ by engaging other believers with ‘words about the Word.’  ‘Exercise 

your heart’ by praying… and praying… and praying.  ‘Exercise your lips’ by sharing the Good News 

of the Gospel.  With a smile.  With a word of encouragement.  With wisdom.  ‘Exercise your hands 

and feet’ by walking next door to check on your neighbor, or to bring water to a worksite, or food 

to Abraham’s Tent. When I think of that first syllable ‘ex,’ I am reminded of the letter ‘X’.  Which 

in ancient traditions was a symbol that represented the name of ‘Christ.’  In ‘X-ercising’ our faith, 

we too should have ‘Christ’ at the beginning of all that we say or do… 

 Paul then says that “We ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for yoPur 

steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.”  

I know that you all are familiar with one of my favorite verses, “As iron sharpens iron, so one 

person sharpens another.” (Prov. 27:17) 

Let’s broaden that to include ‘CHURCHES.’  Other families of faith.  Be in conversation, 

and prayer, and study, and service, “among the churches of God.”  Especially be sensitive to how 

you can lift up the needs of other ‘holy huddles,’ and how they in turn can support and encourage 

this body of believers.  From OLSD and First Methodist in Welsh to St Andrew and Westminster 

in  L.C., when was the last time you asked a member of those congregations how things were 

going in those sister churches?  Consider how you might express your gratitude them, and to 

God, for the ways that He has given ‘steadfast faith’ to us in the face of persecutions and 

afflictions that we endure… with one another, the larger ONE ‘Body of Christ’… ‘catholic,’ little 

‘c’… 

 So how can we do all of these things?  Growing in our grace toward one another… growing 

in gratitude to God for our many blessings?  Growing in our faith to trust Him more and love his 

children more?  Growing in humble honesty to open up ourselves to fellow believers, no matter 

their ‘flavor’ of Christianity?  Because we just naturally want to be better people?  Let’s face it, 



oft-times human nature takes the path of least resistance.  As we discussed in our Thursday 

morning men’s group, we can often much prefer the easiest way out.  We can be, as one of our 

brothers expressed it, be downright ‘lazy’ about embracing that dreaded ‘c’ word.  Not cancer… 

but another feared term… ‘change.’  

 I personally have learned a lot about ‘response-ability,’ the ‘obligation’ of being a follower 

of Christ, and what it means to be personally ‘reformed,’ from what it means to be a ‘tenant’… 

literally.  Both from the resident’s standpoint as well as the ‘landowner.’  From being the owner, 

I know that I appreciate it when the renter takes care of the property.  That he/she thinks respects 

us enough to treat it as their own.  And that I need to show my concern for that individual as 

more than a ‘contractual’ obligation… but as a child of God. 

 And that as the ‘lessee,’ I believe that I should take even better care of it because it ISN’T 

mine.  That whatever issues come up, I have a relationship with the ‘overseer’ of the property, 

with whom I can communicate and resolve my difficulties.  That we are in truth in partnership to 

effectively care for that which doesn’t belong to me, but is only ‘on loan.’ 

This does not just apply to ‘real estate’ but ‘relationships.’  Not just to ‘property’ but 

‘people’… including the ‘person’ of Christ.  How do you and I show God how much we appreciate 

all that we’ve been given… in physical resources and human ones.  In ourselves and in others.  

Just as we are to care for that in which WE have invested… our homes, our cars, our financial 

security… let us care for what GOD has invested in.  Take care of yourself:  mind, body, and spirit.  

For if you don’t commit to ‘self-care,’ you sure can’t take care of others.  And finally, take care of 

your relationship with JESUS.  Be part of the ‘Christ crowd’ who defends His holy name.  Cause 

the last thing you and I, tenants of this vineyard we live in, want to get from the ‘Owner’ is an 

‘eviction notice’… but rather, a ‘welcome home, good and faithful servant.’  May we all continue 

to take good care of this ‘vineyard’ in which God has placed us… with Jesus, the ‘vine’ from which 

we ‘branches’ grow… 

 

 

 

 



CHARGE:  On this Reformation Sunday, I would offer up to you this statement that is one of our 
bedrock principles:  “ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda, secundum verbum Dei.”  In case 
your Latin is a little rusty, that means “The Church reformed, always being reformed, according 
to the Word of God.” 
May we never forget how that is to describe our individual life in Christ:  ‘reformed,’ changed 
forever, by trusting in Jesus; that we are always being reformed, changed, into the image of God; 
and that change comes ‘according to the Word of God.’   
 As our benediction… our ‘good words’ to one another… I invite you to join me in these 
words of Paul to the church in Thessalonica, as we employ them in speaking to one another… the 
church of Lake Charles/Welsh.  As we leave this place to go out into a hurting world, may these 
words be an encouragement to our fellow members of the church… not a time, place, or event… 
but God’s chosen people.  Let us speak together… 
 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I always give thanks to God for you, my brothers and sisters.  I will always pray for you, that your 
faith will growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another will continue to 
increase. I ask that our God will make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every 
good resolve and work of faith within you, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified 
in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


