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 Back at the end of August… you remember, when it was hot… we embarked on a study of 

Mark’s Gospel along with members of a sister church… Welsh/L.C…. as well as two church 

‘cousins’… GPCF and FCC-Sulphur.  Each week I would lift up the passage for that particular 

Sunday.  For the closing ‘episode’ from that study, it fittingly falls on Christ the King Sunday, which 

attests to his identity as the Messiah, the Anointed One… the KING.  That identity as Christ the 

King, or Messiah, was one of the four ‘hallmarks’ of this book we considered.  You may recall 

those ‘M&M’s’:  Jesus as our Messiah… our Model… and our ‘Motor’ for ‘Mission.’    

 In today’s passage, however, we see the ‘King’ getting treated more like a common 

criminal.  He is betrayed by his very own disciple, Judas.  A crowd comes to arrest him… led by 

religious leaders who despise him.  His other disciples flee, leaving him alone to be carried off to 

be imprisoned.  We might ask just ‘HOW could ALL of these people mistreat this ‘king’ so badly?’  

BUT, that if we want to be honest with ourselves, cannot we too be included in that statement, 

“All of Them Deserted Him'”? 

 So, for the next ‘few minutes,’ I’d like us to consider possible reasons as to just WHY each 

of those groups/individuals ‘deserted’ Jesus.  And what we might learn from them in our own 

personal WALK WITH the Lord.  Or, in some cases, how perhaps we too have RUN FROM the 

Lord… how our actions can sometimes BETRAY the One we are to trust and obey. 

 We’ll start with Judas.  There may be NO name, even in secular culture, more associated 

with ‘betrayal’ than his.  And speaking of ‘names,’ his ‘full name,’ “Judas Iscariot,” leads to some 

pretty interesting discussion.  “Judas” was a very common name, from the root “Judah.”  Like 

that foundational part of Israelite history, the “tribe of Judah,” from whom great leaders like 

David and Solomon >would come, and indeed, the promised Messiah. Judah means “God is 

thanked.” 

 His surname is generally recognized as “Iscariot.”  It most likely relates to his lineage, as 

it is usually thought to be a Greek rendering of the Hebrew phrase that means “the man from 

Kerioth” (a small town near modern day Hebron).  Another explanation of this name is that it is 

a corruption of a Latin word “sicarius,” meaning “dagger man.”  A Jewish radical group of rebels 



were identified by this word ‘sicarius’ as they known for assassinating people in crowds using 

long knives.  Daggers.  Another possible tie is that Judas was linked with another apostle named 

Simon the Zealot, a 1st Century religious political party whose goal was national independence… 

the means to this end including armed rebellion.  A ‘religious political party’ that supported 

‘armed rebellion.’  Hmmm… sound familiar?  The more things change… 

 Aside from this word study of his name, we really don’t have a lot of information about 

Judas.  He is not described in the best of ways, as in John 12:6, where he is described as “a thief, 

and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.”  Recall his 

protest of the $ value of Mary’s costly nard.  His penchant for money would certainly be 

compatible with the ‘blood money’ he was paid to help in turning Jesus over to the authorities.  

In that way he could be considered the ‘poster child’ for 1 Timothy 6:10: “For the love of money 

is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” 

 But as we consider some of the possible socio-religious-political associations Judas might 

have had, one might be led to believe that Judas betrayal had more to do with his disagreement 

with the manner in which Jesus went about seeking change in the culture.  Turning cheeks?!  

Loving one’s enemies?!  Proclaiming a gospel of PEACE?!  Judas would have argued that in order 

to make his homeland free, the despised Romans must be driven out.  And that the ‘language’ 

that they best understood was that of force and strength.  NOT ‘peace’ and ‘love’ and 

‘forgiveness.’ 

 Perhaps the ‘unkindest cut of all’ inflicted by this ‘dagger man,’ however, was the manner 

in which he identified Jesus as the one to be arrested.  With a KISS.  A symbol of love, of tender 

care, of respect.  How hard it must have been for Jesus to have one that he loved so much use a 

kiss… a sign of great closeness [hands together]… to in truth be a sign of turning away. [hands 

apart] 

 Unlike Judas, those religious leaders had no such façade of EVER wanting to be ‘close’ to 

Jesus, however.  One could argue that they couldn’t really be guilty of abandoning Him because 

they had never really been WITH him in the first place.  From the very beginning the “chief priests, 

scribes and elders” had believed Jesus to be either crazy or a liar. (Ironically, ‘liar’ also being 



another translation of the name “Iscariot.”)  For him to say and do the things that he did, he HAD 

to be a blasphemer, claiming to be someone that he couldn’t be:  the Son of God.  They just could 

not believe that the ‘Messiah,’ the Anointed one of God, who had been foretold for so many 

centuries, had actually COME.  They just couldn’t comprehend that in being in His presence, they 

were in truth in the Holy presence of God. 

 But their rejection, and persecution, of Jesus was not merely on theological grounds.  

Those religious leaders were also frightened, intimidated, angered, by >the POWER that Jesus 

had.  The POWER that they were losing.  The position and status that was being taken from them 

by this mere carpenter’s son from Galilee.  Remember how they said in astonishment of how 

Jesus “spoke with authority”?  In doing so, what they painfully came to realize was that he was 

also robbing THEM of THEIR ‘authority.’  And their pride struggled with such loss of authority… 

 I also wonder about just who was in that “crowd” that came with their “swords and clubs” 

to drag Jesus away to be convicted of his ‘heinous’ crimes.  How tough did they think this Jesus 

WAS, anyway?  Best I can tell, the most ‘violent’ He ever got was in turning a few tables over in 

the temple.  Jesus would never be confused with Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson or ‘Ah-nold’ 

Schwartzeneger.   

 Most of the pictures depict that crowd as having been soldiers, with armor and weapons.  

Commanded by their superior to apprehend this ‘rabble rouser’ and seditionist.  But there also 

could have been some others who got caught up in the moment… a ‘feeding frenzy,’ if you will, 

of getting to rough up this magical, mystical preacher/healer whom they didn’t understand.  And 

as I said last week, that which we don’t understand can often frighten us.  Or anger us… 

 And finally, we have the disciples.  Every one of whom LEFT Jesus’ side.  Why?  Because 

they didn’t love him?  Didn’t care what happened to him?  Disagreed with him so just left him 

out to dry?  No, I think that they we mainly OVERWHELMED with fear of what might happen to 

THEM.  That they might be exposed to the same kind of persecution and punishment that he was 

facing… simply because of “guilt by association.”  On that intense evening in the Garden of 

Gethsemane… which means ‘oil press’ because of all of the olive trees there… they most certainly 

felt that same ‘pressure’ of being ‘squeezed’ by the enemies of their Lord.  Theirs was a collective 

‘epic fail’ of that pithy directive to “Let your FAITH be bigger than your FEAR.” 



 Soooo, how about US?  What do WE learn from these different characters in this story of 

betrayal and abandonment?   Again, starting with Judas, the ‘dagger man,’ we too can ‘pierce’ 

the heart of God by our failures.  Cannot we also betray the love of God that we are to have for 

one another with a ‘kiss’… by seemingly showing compassion for someone while harboring 

resentment in our hearts?   Such ‘resentment’ may be nowhere more clear than in our political 

discussion… our ‘not-so-civil discourse.’  As Christians, does our faith inform our politics… or vice 

versa?  Even for the ways that Judas may have shared some beliefs in common with Jesus, he 

was still very flawed in his understandings and behavior.  Ends do not always justify the means.   

And finally, bearing in mind Judas’ views on ‘stewardship’ of resources, We must always be on 

guard against the love of money and possessions… that everything we have is a gift from God, 

not to be hoarded, but shared.  That being said, from what I have witnessed from this 

congregation, I think that your priorities about giving of self are in the right places… 

 As for those religious leaders, who always get a bad rap for their persecution of the Son 

of God, we might remember that these were long-time ‘pillars’ of the faith community who, in 

some ways, were trying to uphold the integrity of their religion.  (‘Religion,’ however, we might 

bear in mind is man-made; ‘Faith’ is from God).  Those religious leaders were also frightened, 

intimidated, angered, by the POWER that Jesus had.  The POWER that they were losing.  Do we 

rely on God’s power… or our own?  How well do WE relinquish control to God?    Or to those 

whom we might not clearly see their connection with God…? 

 As for those crowds, and how they might have gotten ‘caught up in the moment’ of 

persecuting Jesus, we too can go along with the ‘crowd’ in not standing up for Jesus.  How often 

will someone in a group context say something that the Spirit of God within us objects to, but we 

just ‘go along’ to ‘get along?’  There are times when we should be taking UN-popular stands, 

going against that ‘crowd.’  Kind of like a certain Suffering Servant-Shepherd did.  Perhaps, as 

referenced earlier, when those lines are blurred between Christianity and government. 

 Finally, like those disciples, do we have anxiety of that ‘guilt by association’ with the 

person of Jesus Christ?  Do we fear that we will be accused of being a ‘zealot’… for our Lord Jesus?   

In seeking to live a life that bears witness to the Scripture, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel,” IS 

our ‘faith bigger than our fear?’ 



 As we seek to have a faith ‘bigger than our fear,’ let us be resigned to the fact that there 

WILL be times when we fail our God.  There WILL be times when we commit some of the sins that 

all of these flawed human beings in our story did.  WHY?  Because we too are ‘flawed human 

beings.’  But more importantly, may we rest secure in the knowledge that no matter how we may 

desert our Lord, God’s love for us is so much bigger than our failure of Him.  That the Jesus who 

was so bitterly disappointed in being betrayed by his friend, also shared a sacred meal and 

washed the feet of that same betrayer.  A man just like you and me.  As we reflect on the 

unconditional love of our Savior that he freely gave to all… even Judas… may we also be reminded 

of the root of what his name means: “God is thanked.”   In this season of ‘thanksgiving,’ for the 

LOVE extended to us even when we ‘desert’ Him (the ‘salty’ one, not the ‘sweet’ one      ) , let us 

boldly proclaim, “God is thanked!!”  My sisters and brothers in Christ, THIS IS THE WORD OF THE 

LORD.  THANKS BE TO GOD!  

 

CHARGE:  Some of you may remember this little bag from the message that began our 
consideration of Mark’s Gospel (“M & M’s”)  It was a way to remember the four aspects of 
Jesus’ identity that Mark wants to us to lift up.  Jesus, first and foremost, is our  Messiah – King, 
who is our giving, and For-giving, Savior. A Model – our most high and exalted EXAMPLE of how 
to live our lives.  May his preaching and teaching [BIBLE] be the Motor, the ENGINE that drives 
our  Mission:  to reach out to today’s ‘Gentiles’ – those who, like they were to the Jewish 
people, are considered outcasts, resented, even despised.  Mainly, just ‘DIFFERENT.’  As we go 
forth into the world to share these sweet ‘fruits’ of the Good News of Jesus Christ with those 
who are ‘different’ than us, may we never forget that we do NOT go alone.  But that the Spirit 
of the living God… 
 


