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[Today’s reading from Mark 13 is part of a larger passage which is commonly known as 
the “Olivet Discourse,” in which Jesus speaks to disciples of the times to come. “Olivet,” as you 
may know or have gathered, is the name we would know more readily as the “Mount of Olives” 
near the city of Jerusalem.   

I encourage you to go back and read this 13th Chapter in its entirety… as there is much 
there that is both encouraging and thought-provoking.  For the sake of time we will pick up in 
verse 19 (NOT v. 21, as it was listed in the bulletin). As is our habit, thank you for standing for 
the reading of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ…] 

 
  As I mentioned before reading the passage from Mark 13, here Jesus is speaking to his 

loyal followers about the times to come following his death and resurrection.   Jesus is giving his 

disciples a glimpse into some of the troubling events and conditions that they will experience in 

what he refers to as “those days.”  He speaks of the destruction of the Temple.  False prophets.  

Persecution. Final coming when Jesus will return to judge ‘both the living (‘quick’) and the dead.  

Words that were as troubling then as they are NOW. 

Of no small import is the place where Jesus gave this ‘discourse.’  As I often say when 

reminding us of the importance of the written ‘context’ of a particular passage, we should also 

consider the physical ‘context,’ or setting, for where action takes place, and how it shapes both 

our understanding, as well as that of the original ‘audience.’ Like that mantra for a guiding 

principle of what leads to success in business… “location, location, location”… the power and 

meaning of Jesus’ teachings were often related to the ‘location’ in which they were spoken.   

As I said earlier, these prophetic words of Christ were given on the Mount of Olives, an 

ancient burial site. [pic]  That ‘holy ground’ where faithful Jews would have laid their loved ones 

to ‘final rest’ for centuries before.  Olivet is also that ‘launching pad’ for the pivotal final days of 

his earthly life and ministry… the place from which Jesus would enter triumphantly into 

Jerusalem.  It was here that on the eve of his final persecution and execution Jesus would show 

his human struggle with what lay ahead, in the Garden of Gethsemane.  It was from the Mount 

of Olives that the Son of God would later ascend into heaven.  And is said to be where He will 

return in the Second Coming.  Olivet is not just ‘holy ground’ for the Jews… there is much 

importance to us CHRISTIANS in this very pivotal, providential, ‘location, location, location’…    



But more important, of course, than WHERE our Lord spoke his words of prophecy, is 

WHAT he said.  When Jesus speaks of the suffering his followers will endure, of the need to 

beware of ‘false prophets,’ of being ready for “the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great 

power and glory,” is he talking to those ancient disciples, and what they would face in their 

current situations?  OR, is he speaking to ALL of those disciples to come, those ‘followers to 

follow,’ and what they would face in the future in seeking to be the faithful ‘elect?’  To put it 

simply,  are “those days” that Jesus speaks of also ‘THESE days?’  

To which I would answer, to all of these questions, ‘YES!’  There were certainly aspects of 

his warnings which applied to his contemporary followers.  In  verse 14 of the preceding portion 

of Mark 13, Jesus said “when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be 

(let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.”  Looking back at 

the Jewish history to come shortly after Jesus, that “desolating sacrilege… where it ought not to 

be” would clearly point to the Roman destruction of the holy Temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  An 

event also foretold by the prophet Daniel… which a ‘reader’ of the Hebrew Scriptures would 

‘understand.’   

When Jesus speaks of ‘those in Judea fleeing to the mountains,’ he could likely be 

referring to that Jewish monastic group at Qumran, who were entrusted with preserving the 

Dead Sea scrolls; who, to avoid Roman persecution, would ‘flee to the mountains.’  Some of the 

‘suffering’ to come in ‘those days’ would be SOON, affecting those first Century believers.   

 One could argue, however, that Jesus’ foretelling of ‘desolating sacrilege’ in places ‘where 

it ought not to be’ also takes place today… in ‘those days’ that are, in truth, ‘THESE days.’  Could 

not that term ‘desolating sacrilege’ be used to describe the carnage of mass shootings in schools 

and places of worship?  Could it refer to the destruction that took place on January 6, 2001 at the 

U.S. Capitol… a revered place that is, in a manner of speaking, a ‘hallowed’, set-apart symbol of 

our nation’s democracy and freedom?  Whether students, worshippers, or legislators, too many 

in our modern-day culture have had to ‘flee’ for safety and protection, as those ancient Jews did. 

 Another interesting correlation between Jesus’ prophetic words for then and now is with 

regards to “false Messiahs and prophets.”  I read in one source that the great historian Josephus 



actually spoke of those invading Romans in terms of the “Messiah.”  In some way ‘anointed’ for 

God’s purposes, to bring punishment for a wayward people, in a most violent manner.   

 Sound ridiculous?  Well, in our current political climate, we too must be wary of ‘false 

prophets.’  Those who advocate ‘punishment of wayward people’… particular along lines of 

‘color’.  That color could be ‘black, white, or brown’… or ‘red’ and blue.’  We must be sensitive to 

those who communicate their ‘anointed’ status of a leader with a ‘higher purpose.’  With election 

day just a couple days away, we ALL should be discerning GOD’s will for those to be put in places 

of ‘higher authority.’  Remembering just what ‘higher authority’ we ALL are subject to.  In those 

words of Jesus, “False messiahs and prophets will appear… to lead astray, if possible, the elect 

(-orate).  But be alert; I have already told you everything.” (Mk 13:22-23) 

This 13th chapter of Mark, as I have said, is often associated with the 'end times,' “Those 

days” when Jesus will return.  But aside from a long-time future event, He was certainly talking 

about the destruction to come in the NOT-too-distant future.  Just like those who have said for 

decades that various contemporary events are signaling the arrival of those end-times… and here 

we are.  Still waiting… 

The point is 1) that no one KNOWS when Jesus is coming back; and 2) we need to be 

READY as tho' He IS coming back soon.  We live in that tension between the Kingdom that IS to 

come, and has ALREADY come.  You might say that we have a ‘dual citizenship.’  By virtue of Christ 

entering the world over 2000 years ago, we are to ‘pledge allegiance’ to Him, and to the earthly 

Kingdom of God that He came to establish.  Knowing that our TRUE ‘citizenship’ is in heaven… a 

‘nation,’ an eternal ‘community’ that is not marked by the evil and dissension, the ‘wars and 

rumors of wars,’ that so plague our earthly existence.  The theological concept of this dichotomy 

is known as “Already, but not yet.”  Coming out of centers of Christian thought from coast-to-

coast , from Princeton Seminary in NJ to Fuller Seminary in CA, the Kingdom of God is at once one 

that is ‘already’ here, but at the same time, ‘not yet’ here… both present and future. 

And until we attain that ‘future’ kingdom, we are assured that our Lord Christ is in truth 

near to us every day.   He is ‘present’ in the ‘present.’  Is Jesus coming back TODAY?  Maybe. “No 

one knows the day or hour…”  But no matter when He comes in judgment, we must rest assured 

that, by the power of the HS, He is with us NOW in strength, support, and encouragement.  In 



LOVE and POWER.  Convicting us to be strong in the Lord, to be a witness, to preach the truth of 

the Gospel.  To be, in those words of David, a “very present help in trouble.”   

The Apostle Paul speaks to the ‘present’ help God is >>  as we await the ‘future.’  In that 

passage from 2 Thessalonians, he writes, “As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in 

mind or alarmed… the day of the Lord is already here.” (2 Thess. 2:1-2) 

  No matter when our Lord Jesus comes again in glory to judge both the quick and the 

dead, we are to remain secure… day in and day out… that our Lord’s ‘day’ is already here.  That 

just like He promised to those early disciples, he also assures us, “I will NEVER leave you nor 

forsake you.”  (Heb. 13:5)  That even though Jesus physically left the earth over 2000 years ago, 

we are not to be ‘shaken and alarmed.’  WHY?  “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, 

trust also in me… the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.” (John 14:1, 26)  

It is those words… to trust in God… Father, Son, and Holy Spirit… to ‘NOT let our hearts 

be troubled’… that remind us of why coming together like this (church) is SO important.  And not 

just ‘virtually,’ ‘remotely’… but ‘personally,’ ‘spiritually’, like that movie title, ‘LOVE ACTUALLY!’ 

Just like the Mount of Olives was that ‘location’ of so many ‘earth-changing’ (literally) times in 

Jesus life, may we think of our ‘location’ here on Hudspeth/Corbina ALSO as a place of great 

change in our own lives.  May this place be a ‘launching pad’ for our days of life and ministry… 

from where we ‘enter triumphantly’ into the world..    A place of safety where we can pray 

together, praise together, learn together, and also share in the ‘human struggles’ we all 

encounter.  That ‘holy ground’ where faithful believers prepare for, and celebrate, ‘final rest’ for 

themselves and their loved ones… where we, like Jesus, will ascend into heaven.  A church that 

looks forward to that blessed day when He will return to take His own to be with Himself in glory. 

As we consider the experiences of the early disciples, may we, today’s disciples, learn 

from them.  That ‘those days’ ARE, in truth, ‘these days.’  Let us rejoice that the Kingdom of God 

has ‘already come’… but ‘not yet.’  As we daily ponder our future with Jesus, may we also rest 

assured that He is with us in the present.  Whether days of triumph in the future or days of trials 

in the present, know this:  “About that day… Jesus IS near.”   



 

COMMUNION:  This Table is about the Kingdom.  The one that IS ‘Already, but not yet.”  Jesus 
has already come to give us hope in our world today… as we look forward to that Kingdom that 
awaits us in heaven… just ‘not yet.’  This table speaks to the promise Jesus made to his disciples 
in that same 14th chapter of John I spoke of earlier:  “I go to prepare a place for you… and I 
WILL come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, you may be also.  And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.”  (Thomas)  “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.” (John 14:4, 6)  
It is HERE that we proclaim Jesus to be ‘THE way, truth, life.’   
It is HERE that we come to KNOW the WAY to the place where Jesus has gone  
to prepare a place for YOU and ME.      
 
CHARGE:  (fr. Mark & Paul):  “He will send out His angels.”  Messengers.  YOU! 
“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope,  comfort our hearts and strengthen them in every 
good work and word.” Confident of God’s love, grace, eternal comfort and good hope, KNOW 
that as you go forth with strength to share the Lord’s “good works” and Holy “Word,” you do 
NOT go alone… 


