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 So, today’s OT passage that warns Samuel to NOT “look at the outward appearance,” but 

as God does, to ‘look at the heart,’ reminded me of an old… song?  Nooo, an old ‘saying’:  “Don’t 

judge a book… by its cover.”  (In the ‘useless trivia department,’ this saying was first noted in a 

book by George Eliot in 1860 to discuss how a book entitled The History of the Devil was so 

beautifully bound {which would go with a companion saying, ‘All that glitters in NOT gold’}… 

And made more popular in a 1946 murder mystery, Murder in the Glass Room.  Which reminds 

me of another saying that would go well with today’s message, “Those who live in glass houses 

shouldn’t throw stones”…)  OK, so I think I like the ‘original author’s book’ MUCH better than 

these other ones… 

 Back to that original phrase, however, thinking about NOT ‘judging a book by its cover’ 

reminded me of a devotional I offered up to our friends at Golden Age Nursing Home.  I spoke to 

them of how I violate this ‘principle’ whenever I make the mistake of going into a bookstore/thrift 

store/library, or most ANY place that has books.  I would hazard to say that most preachers are 

drawn to look at books… particularly of a theological basis.  And what shapes our decision to look 

it over?  THE COVER!  We first look at the title.  The ‘name’ of the book.  And if it intrigues us, we 

consider the author, if it is someone we have heard of.  And then, at least for me, I often go to 

the backside of the book (sometimes, on the inside cover, or first few pages) to see who might 

have endorsed the book and its author.  If there are some names I am familiar with, whom I know 

and appreciate, I am much more likely to want to make an investment of my resources of time 

and money… both limited... to dig deeper into a particular ‘body’ of work… to truly get to know 

more about what this book has to offer. 

 In the story from 1st Samuel in which God has instructed ‘Sam’ to seek out a replacement 

for King Saul, who has gone off of the deep end, Samuel considers the sons of a man named Jesse.  

He checks out the outside ‘cover’ of the man’s strapping young boys… with their good ‘names,’ 

their strong ‘references,’ their coming from good ‘stock,’ but just wasn’t feeling it.  Particularly 

with God’s ‘advice’ resonating in his ears.  And when he asks Jesse if there are any more, the dad 

says, ‘Oh, yeah, there is my youngest.  But you don’t want him.  He’s a dreamer, and just a little 



shepherd boy.’  To borrow from an old Star Wars line, ‘this is NOT the future king you are looking 

for’… 

 But, of course, Samuel asks him to bring the young boy to him.  (And anyone know that 

young shepherd boy’s name?  DAVID.  Yeah, I think you know how THIS story ends up. The ‘Little 

boy’ becomes THE ‘Big man on Jerusalem’s campus.’  Like jeweler’s are quick to remind us, ‘Big 

things come in small packages.’   God’s admonition to Samuel is one that we ALL can learn from.  

Don’t let outward appearances deceive you into thinking you know what lies inside. 

We should be ever-vigilant in not looking at things strictly from our own perspective, but rather, 

“Seeing Through God’s Eyes.”  

 Which brings us to the ‘feature event’ in our ‘symphony of Scripture,’ the story referred 

to as “A Man Born Blind Receives Sight.”  Someone who would have been happy to see through 

ANYONE’s eyes… let alone God’s.  This man who had suffered with physical (and spiritual) 

blindness for (40?) years of life, could be likened to Job in his long-term suffering.  The Jews, like 

Job’s contemporaries, commonly believed that a person’s infirmities/’misfortune’ was brought 

on by God as punishment for their sin, or of their parents.  Jesus offers up another explanation:  

“… he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.” (John 9:3)    

 This is NOT to say, however, that certain trials in our life are not God-ordained 

punishments for specific sins (i.e., our great Psalm writer and King of Israel, that shepherd boy 

David, who most definitely sinned against God’s commands, and paid consequences for his 

transgressions).  Nor does Jesus here dismiss the doctrine of original sin, which teaches that all 

human suffering is tied to our corporate sin and rebellion from Adam to now.  What I believe that 

Jesus IS saying here is that we must be careful NOT to judge others in why they are suffering 

hardships… that ONLY GOD KNOWS their heart… and that we are called to be those ‘intercessors’ 

through whom “God’s works might be revealed” in others.  Those ‘works of God’ might well 

include miraculous healing… and/or, patient endurance of trials and tribulations.  Above all, you 

and I are to bring HELP to the helpless, and HOPE to the hopeless. 

 In this case, Jesus revealed “God’s works” through a miracle involving a ‘mud/bath.’  Now, 

about that whole ‘spitting on the ground’ and ‘rubbing mud in the man’s eyes.’  The only way I 

would support that is if you were TOLD BY GOD TO DO SO.  What this experience tells me is that 



healing comes not only through the power of God in prayer, but by the human touch.  From the 

ordination of God’s leaders in church to the healing of God’s hurting children in homes and 

hospitals, there is much to be said for the passing along of God’s blessing through the ‘laying on 

of hands.’  In so doing, you and I pass on a legacy of faithful ‘pray-ers’ handed down through 

generations of God-followers before us… all of us who, in our own way, convey ‘the touch of the 

Master’s Hand.  Like Jesus did… 

 In some ways, however, the real ‘hero’ of this story could be considered to be that ‘Man 

born blind.’  (Aren’t we ALL?!)  His story of faith begins with submitting to what had to be a 

strange experience of having mud put in your eye.  (Old expression:  ‘here’s mud in your eye?’  

Used to join together with a toast.  Origin perhaps in WWI trenches, where men had to work, 

live, and die together.  ALSO, believed to be linked to this experience of Jesus’ healing… to the 

‘restorative’ aspects of having a drink together.)  Regardless, when he was subsequently told to 

go wash in the pool of Siloam (Heb. “SENT”), he didn’t question.  He OBEYED.  Even though he 

may have had his doubts, he committed himself to ‘trust and obey.’ (For there’s no other way, to 

be happy in Jesus, than to trust and obey.’)  I think that this image of the blind man gaining his 

sight after washing in water from a place of ‘sending’ can be likened to our own baptism. 

That after our sin has been washed away by the blood of Christ, we are then ‘sent’ to proclaim 

the truth about the One through whom our ‘sight’ of what is true and good is ‘restored.’ 

 What I particularly found endearing about this man was his interaction with the Pharisees.  

Here’s a guy who has been a social outcast all of his life, a man on the margins who was 

undoubtedly looked down up on by many in their culture… EVEN ‘high holy men’ like the 

Pharisees.  And for him to have the ‘hutzpah’ to take up the challenge from this religious leaders 

is pretty darn impressive.  I really loved what I would deem a little ‘sarcasm’ in a couple of his 

responses.  When they declare that they ‘KNOW’ Jesus to be a ‘sinner,’ and that they “do not 

know where he comes from,” the ‘eyes wide open’ man responds, “Why, that’s very 

strange/remarkable/amazing!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know 

where he comes from?”  (John 9:30, NLT/NIV/ESV)  ‘And YOU guys are the ‘religious experts’ 

here?!   It’s like I am quick to tell people – that just because I serve an all-powerful, all-knowing 

God does absolutely NOT mean that I have all the answers… I just work for the One who does… 



 The funniest one, though, for me, is where he ‘asks’ them, “Do you also want to become 

his disciples?”   Don’t you know that they about came UNGLUED at THAT one?  In his use of this 

uneducated outcast, God proves his sense of humor… that, in the title words of a book by Patsy 

Clairmont, ‘God DOES use ‘cracked pots’ like US!  To challenge even those who supposedly know 

SO much more that we do… you know, like pastors…  that those who are in roles of spiritual 

leadership must be humble as to their own knowledge and abilities.  May we always remember 

the hubris, the ‘blinding’ ego of the Pharisees.  That those who were thought to have special 

insights into the things of God were shown to be blind opponents of God’s ways.  ON the other 

hand, others who were, like all of humanity, by nature spiritually blind were made to see when 

the Spirit of God opened their eyes and led them to faith.  ALL of us can have our eyes opened 

concerning the truth about Jesus Christ… 

 As we consider the arrogance and religious ‘superiority’ of those religion leaders, I was 

particularly struck by their inquiry to Jesus at the end of this story. 

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” (Jn. 9:40)  I tried to read a ‘tone’ into their question.   Was it 

rhetorical, or actual?  Just what were they considering ‘blindness’ to be?  A physical state?  Or a 

spiritual one?  Jesus challenged them to consider just what it meant to say ‘We see.’  ‘We 

understand, we know all there is to know?’  The truth is, when we think we know it all, shows 

just how ignorant we truly are.  OR, perhaps, had Jesus sowed the seed of doubt that just maybe 

they WERE blind to see just who was right in front of them?  Perhaps they needed to go back at 

re-read the ‘call story’ of King David, and Samuel’s charge to not rely on human appearance, but 

to look at the heart, as God does.  As I heard one paraphrase of this verse, you and I are called to 

look at one’s SOUL, not merely at their SHELL.  To see others through God’s eyes… to ‘not judge 

a book by its cover’… 

 As some of you know, there is a men’s study group in LC of which I am a part.  The book 

we started just recently is entitled “Outlive Your Life,” by Max Lucado.  I thought about how I first 

considered this book as a good choice for us to read:  the name of the book was interesting, and 

I wanted to know more.  I certainly had high regard for the author.  And there were a number of 

testimonies from people I respected.  And so, I felt confident in digging in to open up the book 



and look inside, to grow in my understanding in a deeper and richer way.  To shed more ‘light’ on 

the subject.   

 How about the story of your life?  Do you bear the name of Jesus on your lips?  Do others 

know the ‘author’ of your life?  What kind of testimonies would someone get about how you live 

out your faith?  May Paul’s words to the Ephesians apply to you and me… that “once you were 

darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9 for the fruit of the light 

is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 

(Eph 5:8-10)  Let us remember that Jesus said that “As long as I am in the world, I am the light 

of the world.” (John 9:5)  Is Jesus STILL ‘in the world?’  YES!! In part, through you and me.  His 

light shines through us!  “In the Lord, YOU are light.”  Continue to bear his fruit, that is good, and 

right, and true.  Let us seek to discern what is pleasing to him.  HOW?  We can start by opening 

up the ‘book’ of others’ lives… and of our Lord Jesus… and by “Seeing Through God’s Eyes”… 

 

CHARGE/BENE:  Arise! Shine! For the light of Christ is upon you.  Go into the world bearing the 
fruit of His compassionate life, Looking upon the hearts of others through the eyes of our Lord, 
so that all might see what is good and right and true; Live as children of the light to the glory of 
God…even in the darkest valley, enabling you to walk in faith in His name. 
And now I would leave you with my usual benediction… which, btw, Is based on a prayer by 
none other that “St Patrick”… most appropriate on this ‘St. Paddy’s day weekend… And as you 
walk out in faith into a sometimes faith-less, hope-less world, Know that you do NOT go alone… 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
Samuel is told that God does not look upon outward appearances, but looks upon the heart. 
Then God chooses David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be Israel’s next king. We know that as he 
grew and as life became very challenging, King David’s heart was not pure. He was a mixture of 
great courage and faithfulness—and great sin and failure. What do you suppose God saw and 
loved in David’s heart? What do you think God loves when God looks upon your own heart?  
 


